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The Ellington Farman              
Library Board of Trustees          
usually meets on the last  
Monday   of each month in our 
Library Community Room. The 
Public is welcome to attend. 
Agenda & documents to be 
discussed at the monthly 
meeting can  be requested 
from the  library 24 hours prior 
to the open meeting at which 
the  documents will be           
discussed.            
NEXT MEETING 
MONDAY AUGUST  31 @7PM 
WE WELCOME NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS. If you would like 
to serve as a Trustees please 
stop in and speak with the 
director or any of the trustees 
for more information. 
 

 

    I’ve been reading about our country’s library history and was focus-

ing on the time period from  1934– 1943. It was one of the most      

difficult time periods to live in especially in rural Appalachia.  The Great 

Depression had plunged the nation into poverty, and Kentucky—a poor 

state made even poorer by a paralyzed national economy—was among 

the hardest hit. During the Depression, food, education and economic 

opportunity were even scarcer for Appalachians. In 1930, up to 31 percent of people in 

eastern Kentucky were illiterate. They also lacked the books for distribution to those who 

could read. 

    US President Franklin D. Roosevelt enacted what was termed “The New Deal”. It was a 

series of economic, social and political reforms that ran from 1933– 1938. Overall it was 

his  administrations response to the problems presented by the Depression. One of those 

initiatives was called The Pack Horse Library. Through the Works Progress Administration, 

WPA, it sent librarians to deliver reading materials into Eastern Kentucky.  Because the 

state did not have enough highways for the librarians to use they travelled by horseback 

into some of the most remote sections of Eastern Kentucky.  

    I learned this was not the first attempt to get books into the hands of a very rural and 

poor population. In 1913, a Kentuckian named May Stafford solicited money to take 

books to rural people on horseback, but her project only lasted one year. Another project 

instituted in the late 1920’s was from the local Berea College. They sent a horse-drawn 

book wagon into the mountains, but that program had long since ended by 1934 when  

the first WPA-sponsored packhorse library was formed. 

    The Pack Horse initiative required help from local people as it sought out local places 

to house the library and store the books. Communities offered up churches and post   

offices as public spaces to hold the books and librarians manned the buildings called 

“outposts”. They gave the books and other reading materials to the carriers while keeping 

records of what reading material went out to each pack horse carrier. Besides books 

there were magazines, cookbooks, local newspapers (although old by the time they were 

received) , Sunday school materials,  textbooks and town announcements.  The items 

usually came from donations.  Once the librarians received the donations they repaired 

any pages & binding to help preserve them for future use. When materials became too 

worn to circulate, they turned  them into new books. They pasted stories and pictures 

from the worn books into binders, turning them into new reading material. Recipes were 

very popular and they made binders to circulate them. Horseback carriers rode out at 

least twice a month, with each route covering 100 to 120 miles a week.  

    We can appreciate how far we have come in the distribution of reading items to other 

communities. Take a look at our “holds” system. Anyone with a library card, issued free, 

can reserve an item from any other library and have it sent to their hometown library ,   

usually within a week. In June our 38 member libraries filled 12,721 holds and sent them 

along to patrons libraries.  

    If you are interested in this subject then here are a few books to look into. 

• The librarian of Boone's Hollow : by Kim Vogel Sawyer.  

• That Book Woman / Heather Henson  (child's book) 

• Books by horseback : a librarian's brave journey to deliver books to children  

• The book woman of Troublesome Creek, Kim Michele Richardson.  

• The book woman's daughter; Kim Michele Richardson.  

• Down Cut Shin Creek:the pack horse librarians of Kentucky: Kathi Appelt (junior book) 

• Light to the Hills: Bonnie Blaylock. 

I DON’T NEED TO RIDE A HORSE (THANKFULLY)  



ADULT BOOK CLUB   

The Adult Book Club meets the third Thursday of  
every month at 11am. In August they meet on 
the 20th. Club members choose their monthly 
titles and the library provides copies to all      
members if needed. New members are always 
welcome. In August they will  be discussing “ The 
Berry Pickers” by Amanda Peters.  
 
SYNOPSIS FROM GOODREADS 
The Berry Pickers 
   One family’s deepest pain. Another’s darkest 
secret. Who will they be when the truth comes 
out? 
   On a hot day in 1960s Maine, six-year-old Joe 
watches his little sister Ruthie, sitting on her  
favorite rock at the edge of the blueberry fields, 
while their family, Mi’kmaq people from Nova 
Scotia, pick fruit. That afternoon, Ruthie             
vanishes without a trace. As the last person to 
see her, Joe will be forever haunted by grief, 
guilt, and the agony of imagining how his life 
could have been. 
   In an affluent suburb nearby, Norma is growing 
up as the only child of unhappy parents. She is 
smart, precocious, and bursting with questions 
she isn’t allowed to ask – questions about her 
missing baby photos; questions about her dark 
skin; questions about the strange, vivid dreams 
of campfires and warm embraces that return 
night after night. Norma senses there are things 
her parents aren’t telling her, but it will take          
decades to unravel the secrets they have kept 
buried since she was a little girl. 
   The Berry Pickers is an exquisitely moving story 
of unrelenting hope, unwavering love, and the 
power of family – even in the face of grief and 
betrayal.  
 
Synopsis taken from Goodreads 
307 pages, Hardcover 
First published April 4, 2023 

ADULT FICTION 
DANIEL MASON  COUNTRY PEOPLE 
TEMI OH   NOT WITH A BANG 
SHEA ERNSHAW  HABITS OF THE SEA 
CHRISTINA LAUREN  THE ROMANCE REVIVAL 
RHYS BOWEN   THE CASTLE IN THE GLEN 
BEN REEVES   EVERYTHING WAS BEAUTIFUL  
    AND NOTHING HURT 
 
THESE BOOKS ARE STILL ON BACKORDER:  
DANIEL KRAUSE  ANGEL DOWN 
SARAH DAMOFF  THE BURNING SIDE 
KRISTY WOODSON HARVEY SUMMER STATE OF MIND 
ALLEN LEVI   THEO OF GOLDEN 
CAMMIE MCGOVERN THE LAST LETTERS OF SALLY & WALTER 
 

ADULT NONFICTION 

DAVID CROCKETT  A NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF  

    DAVID CROCKETT 

EDNA BONHOMME  A HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN  

    SIX PLAGUES 

LAUREN COLLINS  THEY STOLE A CITY 

MICHAEL I. DAVIS  WE’VE BEEN HERE BEFORE 

 
YOUNG ADULT 
ANGE CRAWFORD  HOW TO BE NORMAL 
SARAH DESSEN  CHANGE OF PLANS 
MARISSA MEYER  THE ESCAPE GAME 
KASIE WEST   ROOM TO BREATHE 
DEB CALETTI   YOU, ME AND INFINITY 
 
JUNIOR NONFICTION 
GAMEMASTERS  THE ULTIMATE BUILDER’S GUIDE 
    TO MINECRAFT 
MICHAEL I. DAVIS  WE’VE BEEN HERE BEFORE 
 
JUNIOR FICTION 
REX OGLE   FOUR EYES (graphic novel) 

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING MAGAZINES TO CHECK OUT   
CONSUMER REPORTS                     
NYS CONSERVATIONIST 
AMERICAN PATCHWORK & QUILTING 
MCCALL’S QUILTING                     
WOOD    
RANGER RICK                   
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS   
BACKWOODS HOME MAGAZINE    
 

THERE IS ALSO  A 
FREE BASKET OF 
MAGAZINES YOU 

MAY TAKE 
THEY REQUIRE NO 

CHECKOUT 

Library Cards: THEY’RE FREE!                                             

your passport to  adventure.  

If you need a FREE  

library card, come see us and we will help 

you get one. If you haven’t renewed your 

card, we can take care of that too!  

Welcome to a world of adventure!  

Did you know we now have a wheeled walker available to 
be used inside the library?  It’s a cool shade of blue, has 
big wheels, hand brakes and a foldable seat. Call the    
library and let us know when you are coming and we’ll 
meet you at your car with it. One request though– no 
wheelies and racing up and down the book stacks or we 
will have to get another one  and have an organized race!  
Walker races anyone?  

 Want to digitally receive our newsletter? 
 Email:  director@ellingtonlibrary.org  

with your email address  
and the word “subscribe” in the subject line.  

Every month  you’ll get a newsletter in PDF form  
delivered straight to your inbox.  



BOOK SUMMARIES OF THE MONTH 

ADULT FICTION:  EVERYTHING WAS BEAUTIFUL AND NOTHING HURT BY BEN REEVES 

 

Genre: Contemporary, Literary, fantasy, grief    4.14 rating on Goodreads 

 
   Travis is Death in the modern world. He wears jeans and a T-shirt and lives in a small, grey town. His job is to offer 
people comfort in their final hours of life. He’s stoic, gentle, and a little naive, despite everything he knows. He’s young 
and handsome, despite who he is. Each death he witnesses is meaningful to him; he listens, never judges, and most 
importantly, never tries to change anyone’s fate. He knows that every life must eventually end to maintain the balance 
of the universe and he respects the cycle. 
   Then he meets Dalia, a midwife, and her boisterous eight-year-old daughter Layla, who live across the hall. As Dalia 
and Layla come to embrace Travis, it becomes more difficult to maintain the detachment that’s allowed him to func-
tion for so long. Their time together teaches him what’s truly important in life—and what might be irrevocably lost in 
death. 
   Written with radiant warmth, wisdom, and compassion, Everything Was Beautiful and Nothing Hurt is a timeless story 
about appreciating life, accepting its end, and finding our place in the universe—especially when it feels most impossi-
ble—that will resonate with anyone who has ever loved and lost or worried at time’s passing.  
     
Review online from Goodreads    256 pages, Hardcover      First published July 7, 2026 

 

ADULT NONFICTION: WE'VE BEEN HERE BEFORE: HOW REBELLION AND ACTIVISM HAVE ALWAYS SUSTAINED AMERICA 

BY MICHAEL I. DAYS AND ANGELA P. DODSON 

 

America has always been sustained by rebellion and activism. It is up to us to continue the fight. 

 

    America's founding was a contradictory one. When the Declaration of Independence was signed 250 years ago, it 

painted a beautiful vision of freedom and equality. It was quite the gutsy move, declaring freedom, especially                    

economic and religious freedom amid slavery and oppression for others. Indeed, for the majority of our nation's histo-

ry, America hasn't lived up to its founding vision of freedom. Various movements have helped define and shape            

America, for good or bad, nudging us toward greater freedoms at times and pulling us back at others. 

    In our current era, these contradictions feel even more profound, and many of us are left wondering if America will 

ever live up to the promises of her founding, or if we are moving even further away from those hopes. Yet, a deeper 

look at our history reveals key revolutionary moments in which the promise of America has been fully realized. We've 

Been Here       Before draws together the stories of these movements as a              powerful reminder that America has 

always been sustained and challenged by rebellion and activism. Longtime journalists Michael I. Days and Angela P. 

Dodson compellingly profile the individuals who led those movements--the mavericks, rebels, outliers, and ordinary 

citizens who had extraordinary impact--paying particular attention to the women and people of color history has over-

looked. At this             important historical milestone, let us look back to celebrate those moments and let them guide 

our future.  

 
Book synopsis from Goodreads 

250 pages, Hardcover, Published June 9, 2026 

"And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on the trees, just as things 
grow in fast movies, I had that familiar conviction that life was beginning over again with the 
summer." 
                 - F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 
 
All in all, it was a never to be forgotten summer — one of those summers which come seldom 
into any life, but leave a rich heritage of beautiful memories in their going — one of those        
summers which, in a fortunate combination of delightful weather, delightful friends and            
delightful doing, come as near to perfection as anything can come in this world." 
 
               - L.M. Montgomery, Anne's House of Dreams 





Dan and Rosie from the Erie Traveling Zoo introduced the kids to 
not only some interesting animals but spoke on the facts of 
what we know (and don’t know) abut the Dinosaurs that walked 
this earth millions of years ago. Kids got to touch animals and 
fossils and we found out that Jurassic Park movies are a work of 
fiction!  
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Children enjoying some creative time in the library. The  
Makerspace has all sorts of crafts, building supplies, games 
& puzzles. Emily has been having kids craft days with           
Crayon Resist painting and Popsicle Stick Dinosaurs ! 



For one of our big shows for the summer, we brought in Check-

ers the Inventor, aka Joey Hamilton, who put on one of the 

most high intensity children's program we have ever had! The 

kids loved him as he juggled, performed magic, engaged the 

kids and produced a dinosaur in our community room! He also 

heavily promoted books & libraries. We had a new card regis-

tration from that show and many children checked out books. 

Every child who attended received a small dinosaur and a di-

nosaur themed bag with handles to put their books in. Thank 

you to the Falconer Geographic Fund, administered by the 

Chautauqua Region Community Foundation, for funding this 

program.  



GET FREE ACCESS TO THOUSANDS OF MOVIES WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD ON KANOPY!  
Enjoy critically-acclaimed movies, inspiring documentaries, award-winning foreign films and more  

WHAT IS KANOPY? 

Kanopy is the best video streaming service for quality, thoughtful entertainment. Find movies, documentaries,                

foreign films, classic cinema, independent films and educational videos that inspire, enrich and entertain. We partner 

with public libraries to bring you an ad-free experience that can be enjoyed on your TV, mobile phones, tablets. 

 

HOW IS KANOPY FREE FOR ME? 

Just as your library buys books to add to their collection for you to borrow, your library offers a variety of digital                 

resources too - Kanopy is one of their more popular digital resources. Kanopy does not charge you because your             

library covers all associated costs, allowing you to watch for free with no ads. Kanopy is only available through                

libraries, so you need to be a member of a participating library to start watching Kanopy. If you are a member of a           

participating public library, you can start watching by signing up with a valid public library card number and PIN/

password. 

 

WHAT IS KANOPY KIDS AND CAN I ACCESS IT?  

Kanopy Kids is our collection of movies and shows for kids available in public libraries only. Your public  library   offers 

unlimited plays in Kanopy Kids, so your kids are free to explore  enriching, educational and entertaining films and TV  

series.  

 

SIGN UP TODAY FOR FREE THROUGH YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY  

Start here: https://www.kanopy.com/en/cclsny. Follow the instructions to add your card 

AUGUST 19 @  6PM: Celoron Park Remembrance film presented by the Fenton History Center. Historic Celoron Park 
was a famous amusement destination located on the shores of Chautauqua Lake in Celoron, NY. There are still many 
people who have childhood memories of attending the park. Often referred to as the "Coney Island of Western New 
York", it operated from 1894 until 1962, featuring classic rides, a massive ferris wheel, a grand ballroom, and        
vaudeville shows. Established by the Broadhead family, the park boasted top-tier entertainment, a wooden roller 
coaster, and a 165-foot ferris wheel called "The Phoenix". Today, the amusement park is gone, but the site serves as 
the Lucille Ball Memorial Park to honor the village's most famous resident. The film is produced by and based on the 
book by  Thomas J. Goodwill.  The book was published in 2009 and the film produced in 2024. Mr. Goodwill is the 
Board President of the Fenton History Center. At this time we are hoping to have him be able to come to the film and 
add any insights or answer questions from the audience. Even if he cannot attend we will be showing the film. If you 
have any memories of the park we would welcome you to share them also.  

INTERESTED BECOMING A LIBRARY TRUSTEE? We have open spots available on our Board 
WHAT ARE THE BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES OF A TRUSTEE?  
The board is seeking applicants who:  
• Have an interest in public libraries, literacy, education, or civic engagement;  
• Value community service and public access to information;  
• Are willing to attend monthly board meeting in person and participate collaboratively in board discussions 

and decision-making 
▪  Act as an advocate for the library. Become informed about the services offered by the library and promote 

these services in the community 
• Can commit time for regular meetings and related committee meetings  
    Residents with diverse backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives are encouraged to apply. Interested parties 
are welcome to attend a Library Trustee Board meeting and stop in the library to pick up a copy of the Trustees 
Handbook.  
   The library is located at 760 Thornton Rd, Ellington and sits across from  the Town Park. Our open hours are  
Monday – Thursday 11am – 7pm and Saturday 10am-1pm. We invite you to stop in during open hours to see our 
beautiful library, pick up a copy of the newsletter, use our library resources and get acquainted with what we have 
to offer. Call us at 716-287-2945 for more information. Mostly we are looking for committed people; ones who want 
to make a difference in the community by working with the library. That might just be you! 

Library Trivia is on vacation for the Summer and but will start back up in September! 



We like to give local/regional artists   
a place to display their work. If you have   
artwork or a collection you would like to have 

displayed in our Community Room  display case please call the   
library at 716-287-2945 and speak  with the director. 

The library is pleased to dedicate a page in their monthly newsletter to events       
happening in the town of Ellington. If you are an organization or nonprofit with an   
announcement you would like to have placed on our page, then please email it to: 
director@ellingtonlibrary.org with the subject heading of “announcement submis-
sion”. This needs to arrive by the 16th of the previous month in order to get in the 
newsletter. The goal is to help reach more members of the community.  So, thank you 
to everyone for passing on information.  Let’s stay informed and celebrate this great 
little town together!  

• GET NOTIFICATIONS FROM THE TOWN OF ELLINGTON! 
Keep up to date on meetings and other important events. In an effort to better 
serve the needs of the residents and keep folks   informed of important infor-
mation we will be  using a new  texting service for the town. Text “ELLINGTON” to 
91896 to receive Town-Wide Notifications.  After the initial keyword is sent you 
will receive a confirmation message asking you to reply "YES" to verify opt -in. 
You may receive multiple text messages a month. Notifications may include up-
coming events, public meeting notices, road closures, and other important infor-
mation. 

 
• REMINDER: All dogs must be licensed and have current rabies vaccination 

 It is NYS law that all dogs be licensed in the Town of Ellington and that the Dog          
Control Officer will be conducting a dog enumeration and additional fees will be           
applied to unlicensed dogs.  

ELLINGTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS:  

• CHICKEN BBQ AT THE TOWN PICNIC: SAT AUGUST 1 starting @ 

11:30am at the    Firehall. It’s always delicious and they sell out 

fast!  

 

• FIRE DEPARTMENT BOOT DRIVE FUNDRAISER in June was a success.  Thank you all who  stopped and donated. 

Thanks to the FD members that helped.  

ELLINGTON TOWN PICNIC ASSOCIATION: Ellington Town Picnic; July 31, August 1 & 2. Family friendly event going on 
it’s 113th year! Events located in the Town Square and at the Fire Hall. Food, rides, contests, parade,                             
vendors ,plenty of music and finishing up with a great fireworks show!  Come out and celebrate with the whole              
community. 
 
COMMUNITY LUNCHEON: FREE MONTHLY SOUP & SANDWICH 
LUNCH : Come socialize and enjoy lunch with your  neighbors every 
third Thursday of the month from noon-1pm. Sponsored, cooked and 
served with love by the Ellington United Methodist Church volunteers. 
No registration necessary. In July it is happening on the 16th. The 
church is located at 776 West Main Street, Ellington. 

NEW STORE IN TOWN: There's a new kid on the block! We welcome 
"Country Road Thrifts" to the Ellington Town Square! Cass and James 
have taken over the former Ellington General Store and are working 
hard to get it ready for the town picnic. They will be offering antiques, 
vintage finds and thrifted gems. We wish them much success!  

CALL the Town Hall at  
716-287-2026  

for more information on  
Town activities 

 
  Town of Ellington *  
  813 West Main Street  
  PO 344  
  Ellington NY 14732 

The Town Hall functions as 
the center of government for 

the Town of Ellington.  The 
main facility houses the office 
of the Assessor, Town Clerk, 

Tax Collector, Supervisor, 
Court Room and Judge's 

Office, and a Board/Public 
Meeting Room.  



ADVENTURE DAY PASSES  
 
The library is not just books  Did you know about our Day Adventure Pass Program? At the library we have 
passes your family can checkout to discover local attractions. These passes are meant to be used once by 
families to discover some of the great museums and similar organizations! Check with any library staff to see 
what passes are available and any guidelines for the organization. Use your library card to check a Day Pass 
out today and see what you will discover next!  
 

AVAILABLE PASSES:  

Buffalo Museum of Science  

National Comedy Center  

Buffalo Zoo  

Lucy Desi Museum  

Chautauqua Sports Hall of 

Fame  

Robert H. Jackson Center  

Erie Zoo  

Roger Tory Peterson Institution  

Fenton History Center  

Seneca-Iroquois National Museum  

Theodore Roosevelt’s Inaugural Site 

Griffis Sculpture Park  

Audubon 

 
Use of the Day Adventure Pass  
is intended to serve as an  
introduction to each destination. 
The passes are not intended for repeated use by the same  
individual or family. 
Library patrons are encouraged to purchase personal  
memberships to cultural  
destinations if they are interested 
in frequent use. 
Each pass provides free or reduced admission to the  
destination—some restrictions may apply. 
 
BORROWING RULES 
• Borrowers must be 18 or older, a current CCLS library  
 cardholder in good standing, and provide valid  

 identification or library card at check-out. 
• The loan period for the pass is seven calendar days 
•  (no renewal allowed). 
• Patrons must return the pass to the checkout library no later than 11:59 

p.m. on the seventh day. The pass must be returned to the outdoor book 
drop if the  library is closed. The pass must be returned to the circulation 
desk if the library is open. 

• Patrons must take these passes out on their own library card only. 
• Patrons may check out only one pass at a time. 
 
 

Summer– Time for an  
adventure!   

Check out a Day Adventure Pass 
from a CCLS member library  

for free or reduced-price  
admission to local partner 

 organizations. 
 

FENTON  
HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY 
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